
Why Oppose SB 1342 
 

By all accounts, this bill was crafted to benefit the men, women, and children in Chicago 
who are living in fear of gun violence each and every day. However, there are 6 reasons 
why SB 1342 is not the answer to gun violence: 
 

1. The Chicago and Cook County residents living in communities most impacted by 
gun violence, and the hundreds of community organizations that serve/work 
with them, do not want this bill (i). 

2. SB 1342 does not make our communities safer or reduce violence (ii). 
3. SB 1342 will cost Illinois more than 3/4 of a BILLION dollars (iii).  
4. SB 1342 takes away a judge’s ability to weigh the facts of a case and give an 

appropriate sentence to individuals possessing a firearm.  
5.     SB 1342 does not narrowly target those with guns with malicious intent, it im-
pacts those with felonies of any kind –without taking into account: 

 How long ago the felony took place; or, 
 Whether their offense was related to violence or not.  

 
Judges should not be required to give people with old, non-violent felony convictions a 3 
year minimum sentence simply for trying to protect their family by possessing a gun. 
 

6.     SB 1342 will destroy more families of color as all studies show that people of 
color are more likely to be arrested and convicted than their white counterparts de-
spite substantially similar levels of engagement in criminal activity and this bill would 
force those convicted to do prison time. 
 

SB 1342 Myth Busters 

 

IL already has a mandatory minimum sentences for gun possession  
 Regardless of criminal intent, IL law requires unlicensed gun holders or li-

censed gun holders in possession of a loaded gun to receive a minimum of 
a 1 year sentence (iv). 

 

IL already has laws that target those who possess a gun when commit-
ting felony offense of any kind 

 Regardless of whether the felony committed is violent or non-violent (e.g. 
drug use, theft, check fraud), IL law requires that the individual receive a 
minimum of a 15 year sentence (v). 

The Community SB 1342 is 
intended to serve  
OPPOSES it 

 
 

Hundreds of concerned 
community members, 

direct service organizations and 
faith-based organizations filed 
slips in opposition to this bill (i).  
 
Opposed by Cook County SB 
1342 is opposed by the very 
county it is supposed to serve 
per Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle. 
 
Do not spend 3/4 of a BIL-
LION on a policy that has 
been PROVEN not to work 

 
  

Separate studies estab-
lished that these sorts 

of penalty enhancements pre-
sent little or no deterrent effect 
on crime (ii).  
 
 

How much this 
bill will cost in 
correctional and 

associated costs over ten years 
(iii). 

Oppose SB 1342 & All Amendments 
Don’t strip judges of their ability to weigh the facts of a given case  

and render an appropriate sentence. 

 
 

Cook County, IDOC & Hundreds of Men, Women and Community Organizations  

Voiced Opposition to this bill 
 

i. http://my.ilga.gov/Hearing/LegislationInfo?hearingId=11321&tab=1&CClerkVoteId=5463&LegislationDocumentId=91534&PreviousHearings-
page=23&chamber=H&_=1384223631012. 
 

ii. Matthew D. Makarios and Travis C. Pratt, The Effectiveness of Policies and Programs that attempt to Reduce Firearm Violence: A Meta-Analysis, 58 
Crime & Delinquency 222(2012). 
 

iii. IDOC cost projection http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?
DocNum=1342&GAID=12&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=71864&SessionID=85&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=98  plus other associated costs per the  Vera Institute 
for Justice as cited in Northwestern Law’s report http://www.law.northwestern.edu/legalclinic/cfjc/documents/Gun%20Violence%20Memo%20-%
20Final.pdf. 

 

iv. Public Act 96-1107, effective January 1, 2011. 
 

v. Public Act 91-404. 
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