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1681 
Beginning with Massachusetts’s execution of Maria, a young slave woman, for arson-murder in 

September 1681, officials executed 58 slave women before 1790 and 126 slave women 
from 1790 to emancipation. 

 
1790 
Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Jail, the first penitentiary in the United States, opens. 
 
1821 
New York’s Auburn Prison opens with the silent system of prison discipline. 
 
1849   
Colonial American women form networks to assist women in fleeing from abusive husbands. 
 
1850s 
Women’s Rights Movement identifies “male licentiousness and cruelty” as a major problem 

facing women. 
 
1855 

For nineteen-year-old Celia, a slave on a Missouri farm, five years of being repeatedly raped by her 
middle-aged owner was enough.  On the night of June 23, 1855, she would later tell a reporter, "the 
Devil got into me" and Celia fatally clubbed her master as he approached her in her cabin.  The murder 
trial of the slave Celia, coming at a time when the controversy over the issue of slavery reached new 
heights, raised fundamental questions about the rights of slaves to fight back against the worst of 
slavery's abuses. 

 
1865  
Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is passed and ratified, ending slavery (except 

for those convicted of a crime) 
 
1866 
African American women testify before Congress following the Memphis Riot of May 1866, 

about experiences of being gang-raped by white mobs 
 
Beginning of the passage of “Black codes” across the South – criminalizing vagrancy and 

creating new categories of crimes targeting black people. 
 
State Penitentiary at Angola (LA) held 228 prisoners, 10 of whom were women. All 10 women 

were black. 
 
1869 
Michigan enacts the U.S.’s first indeterminate sentencing law, which “authorized the state to 

incarcerate women convicted of prostitution for up to three years” (Gottschalk 2006:117). 
The idea was that although women engaging in prostitution were “fallen women,” they were 
capable of reform. The goal of reforming and rehabilitating fallen women justified longer 
prison sentences. Citing Nicole Rafter, Marie Gottschalk (2006:117) explains that this law 



signified “an important turning point in penal policy by singling out women for special 
treatment and establishing the precedent of indeterminate sentencing.” 

 
1871 
Alabama is the first state to rescind the legal right of men to beat their wives (Fulgrahm v. 

State). Massachusetts also declares wife beating illegal. 
 
1873 
The first prison completely devoted to women, the Indiana Reformatory Institution for Women 

and Girls, opens. 
 
Comstock Law prohibits dissemination of information about birth control and pornography 

through the mail 
 
1879 
The Industrial School for Girls is established in Evanston, IL based on a law authorizing the 

placement of girls in such schools who were found begging on the streets, consorting with 
thieves, loitering in a “house of ill fame” or were living in poor houses. 

 
1882 
Maryland is the first state to pass a law that makes wife-beating a crime, punishable by 40 

lashes, or a year in jail. 
 
Black women were 3% of the 2,364 Black lynching victims identified in 10 southern states 

between 1882 and 1930 
 
1885 
Congress passed the Major Crimes Act – obliteration restorative justice approaches to dispute 

resolution among Native tribes and replacing them with a punitive model on Indian 
reservations. Lengthy labor and confinement in prison became punishment for Native youth 
(Bell & Ridolfi, 2008). 

 
1890   
Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr found Hull House, a settlement house project in Chicago's 

19th Ward 
 
1891   
Ida B. Wells launches nation-wide anti-lynching campaign exposing the myth of the Black rapist 

used to fuel white lynch mobs, the myth of southern white male chivalry/protection of white 
women, and the invisibility of the rape of Black women which the Black Women’s Club 
Movement then took up as a central issue. 

 
1905 
There are just over 13,000 women incarcerated across the U.S. 
 
1910 
Congress passes the Mann Act to fight prostitution across state lines. 
 
1935 
The federal welfare program Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) is established as 

Title IVA of the Social Security Act. It guaranteed means-tested federal assistance to 
children in poor families. 



 
In February 1935, Susie Lattimore, who was 15 years old, went to a local tavern, had a few 

drinks and stabbed another patron who later died. She was transferred to adult court and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison for first degree murder. As a result of her case, the State’s 
Attorney gained the power to prosecute any child over the age of 10 and sentence them to 
an adult correctional facility.  

 
1944 
Recy Taylor, a black mother and sharecropper was kidnapped and gang-raped by a carload of 

white men in Abbeville, Alabama. The NAACP sent Rosa Parks to investigate. Parks 
organized the “Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor,” which launched an 
international movement that the Chicago Defender called the “strongest campaign for equal 
justice in a decade. 

 
1947    
Establishment of the UN Commission on the Status of Women  
 
1951 
Boggs Act creates mandatory minimum sentences for marijuana. 
 
1952 
Parks labored unsuccessfully to free Jeremiah Reeves, a black teenager sentenced to die for 

allegedly raping a white woman. Parks and the Montgomery NAACP, certain that the 
accuser and the accused had a consensual relationship, challenged Reeve’s case all the 
way to the Supreme Court, but Alabama officials executed Reeves in 1957.  

 
1953 
Congress passes Public Law 280 (PL 280), which transferred jurisdiction over criminal matters 

in tribal nations to six state governments (Alaska, California, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oregon, 
and Wisconsin) and allowed other states to assume jurisdiction, as well. According to NIJ 
(http://www.nij.gov/topics/tribal-justice/pl280.htm), “Tribal consent was not required, and 
tribes were not consulted.” Sarah Deer explains that “PL 280 was part of a larger federal 
effort to ultimately ‘terminate’ and end recognition of tribal nations” (p. 35 in Color of 
Violence), and its impact has been “a weakening of tribal justice systems and a lack of 
response to criminal behavior, leaving many victims of crime without recourse in either the 
state or the tribal system” (p. 35). 

 
1954 

Prisoners at the state women’s correctional facility in Raleigh, NC riot for several hours after the 
death of 18 year old Eleanor Rush. Rush was placed in solitary for 6 days.  On the seventh day, 
Rush was not fed for over 16 hours. After 16 hours, she began yelling that she was hungry and 
wanted food. In response, the guards bound and gagged her, dislocating her neck in the 
process. Half an hour later, Rush was dead. 

 
1955  
Emmett Till murdered in Mississippi for allegedly whistling at a white woman; two white men 

acquitted by an all-white jury; Mamie Till, his mother, brings international attention to her 
son’s murder and to entrenched racism in the U.S. 

1956 
Narcotics Control Act spreads mandatory minimums to other drugs. 
 

http://www.nij.gov/topics/tribal-justice/pl280.htm


1960 
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded; Daughters of Bilitis hold 

first national Lesbian conference in San Francisco 
 
First birth control pill is marketed 
 
1961 
President’s Commission on the Status of Women is formed by John F. Kennedy with Eleanor 

Roosevelt as chair. 
 
Fifty thousand women in sixty cities, mobilized by Women Strike for Peace, protest above 

ground testing of nuclear bombs and tainted milk. 
 
Dolores Huerta joins Cesar Chavez as a leader of the National Farm Worker's Association  
 
1963   
Four young Black girls attending Sunday school are killed when a bomb explodes at the 

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, a popular location for civil rights meetings. 
 
Major Civil Rights Movement March on Washington; King’s “I Have a Dream” 
 
Presidential Commission on the Status of Women documents systemic sex discrimination. 
 
1964 
Civil Rights Act passed which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, national 

origin, and sex.  
 
1966    
Formation of the National Organization for Women  
 
Beating, as cruel and inhumane treatment, becomes grounds for divorce in New York, but the 

plaintiff must establish that a "sufficient" number of beatings have taken place 
 
1967  
Independent Women's Liberation groups develop all over the country; and National Welfare 

Rights Organization formed. 
 
1968   
First National Women's Liberation Conference (Chicago);  Black Women's Liberation 

Committee formed in SNCC; the National Abortion Rights Action League formed. 
 
Congress passes the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968, which “required tribal governments to 

honor the language contained in the US Bill of Rights (with few exceptions)” and “imposed 
significant limitations on the ability of tribal courts to incarcerate and fine criminal 
defendants” (Deer p. 36 in Color of Violence). As Sarah Deer explains, “Even though tribal 
governments did not traditionally rely on incarceration as a response to violence, many 
understood ICRA to limit a tribal court’s ability to respond to serious violence” (p. 36). She 
argues that the ICRA has been particularly harmful to rape survivors, since one of its 
consequences is that “Native women and children who are victimized often discover that 
their tribal nation does not have strong contemporary laws or prosecutorial policies on 
felony-level criminal behavior” (Deer p. 36 in Color of Violence). 

 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmjustice3.html


Congress creates the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA). As part of the 
Justice Department, the LEAA focuses on “fund[ing] projects that would improve the 
criminal justice system’s handling of victims and witnesses.” (Gottschalk 2006:85). In 
addition to conducting national victimization surveys, the LEAA, through a system of block 
grant funding, provided significant federal funding that state and local law enforcement 
could use at their discretion. This funding strengthened the victims’ movement in the U.S., 
which fought for tougher penalties and punishments for offenders (Gottschalk 2006:85). As 
Marie Gottschalk (2006:125) argues, “The LEAA’s Crime Victim Initiative provided an 
important mechanism to co-opt the women’s movement and enlist it in the war against crime 
and the criminal.” She continues, “With the help of LEAA money and other public financing, 
the government successfully absorbed many of the independent rape crisis centers and 
services, with their radical, volunteer, grassroots orientation, into its professional, 
hierarchical bureaucracy.” 

 
1969    
Stonewall Riots in New York Gays and lesbians resist a police raid at the Stonewall Bar in New 

York City launching the gay liberation movement. 
 
In Chicago, founding of the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union (CWLU), Abortion Counseling 

Service, Women's Graphics Collective, South Side Women's Liberation Center. 
 
1970     
The United Nations designates the 1970s as the "Women's Decade." 
 
Formation of Third World Women's Alliance; C.O.Y.O.T.E (Call Off Your Old Tired Ethics) - a 

prostitutes union and Comisión Femenil Mexicana Nacional, Inc. (CFMN) by Chicanas. 
 
Tens of thousands of women across the U.S. participate in the "A Women’s Strike Day" to 

demand equality. 
 
Books: Toni Cade, ed., The Black Woman, Robin Morgan, ed.,Sisterhood is Powerful, 

Celestine Ware, Woman Power: The Movement for Women's Liberation 
  
1971    
New York Radical Feminists hold a series of speakouts on rape and women's mistreatment by 

the criminal justice system. 
   
Susan Griffin publishes "Rape-The All-American Crime";  
 
National Abortion Conference demands repeal of all abortion laws, no forced sterilizations, no 

restrictions on contraceptives 
 
Chiswick Women’s Aid, the first recognized shelter, opens in England. 
 
The first battered women's shelter opens in the U.S., in Urbana, Illinois, founded by Cheryl 

Frank and Jacqueline Flenner. 
 
Lesbian-Feminist Separatist collective The Furies founded as a reaction to anti-gay attitudes in 

the feminist movement. 
 
1972   
Women’s Advocates in St. Paul, Minnesota, start the first hotline for battered women.  



 
Women’s Advocates and Haven House in Pasedena California, establish the first recognized 

shelter for battered women in the United States. 
 
Earliest rape crisis centers established in major cities and politically active towns such as 

Berkeley, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C. focused on ending rape 
through changing society, supporting survivors, political organizing. 

     
MS magazine begins publication  
 
1973    
Supreme Court, Roe v Wade – legalizes abortion 
     
International Feminist Planning Conference in Cambridge, Massachusetts with 300 women 

from 27 countries to organize international movement. 
 
Rockefeller Drug Laws passed in New York create stricter mandatory minimum sentencing for 

drugs. The Law required a sentence of 15 years to life for anyone convicted of selling two 
ounces or possessing four ounces of a narcotic regardless of circumstances or prior history. 
The Rockefeller  Drug Laws set a precedent for other states to follow. 

 
1974    
New York State legislature removes requirement of corroboration in rape cases  
 
Rape Victim Advocates founded to provide support services and medical and legal advocacy for 

survivors of rape. 
  
Combahee River Collective (Black feminist organization) and Women of All Red Nations form 
 
Feminist Alliance Against Rape newsletter begins – Aegis: Magazine on Ending Violence 

Against Women focusing on political organizing against rape and the need to transform the 
society at every level. 

 
Two ex-battered women join with two feminists to found one of first battered women’s shelters 

in Boston: Transition House; because of lack of services for Latinas with Latina leadership, 
Casa Myrna Vazquez shelter founded in Boston. 

 
Erin Prizzley publishes Scream Quietly or the Neighbors Will Hear in England, the first book 

about domestic violence from the battered woman’s perspective.. 
 
N. Connell and C. Wilson, eds. Rape: The First Sourcebook for Women; Andrea Dworkin, 

Woman-Hating;  Medea and Thompson, Against Rape 
 
Inez Garcia is found guilty and sentenced to five years, for killing her rapist leading to 

widespread "Free Inez Garcia" demonstrations. But the conviction was overturned on a 
technicality and three years later, another trial was held (1977). She was acquitted. 

 
Carol Crooks and The August Rebellion: On August 28, 1974, women at Bedford Falls 

Correctional Facility in New York took seven staff members hostage for two and a half 
hours to protest the beating of Carol Crooks, who had filed a lawsuit against the facility, the 
warden, and staff members, claiming that incarcerated women’s constitutional rights were 
violated by the facility’s practice of placing women in segregation without a hearing and 



refusing to provide twenty-four hour notice of charges. Crooks won the suit on July 2, 1974, 
and the court issued an injunction against the prison prohibiting it from placing women in 
solitary confinement without twenty-four hour notice and a hearing on the charges. In 
August 1974, five male guards beat Crooks and placed her in segregation. When her peers 
protested, state troopers and guards from men’s prisons (all men) were called in to put 
down the rebellion. Twenty-five women were injured. An additional twenty-four women were 
sent to the Matteawan Complex for the Criminally Insane without going through the required 
commitment hearings. August Rebellion galvanizes people in feminist & lesbian 
communities to do support work for women in prison. 

 
1975 
Joanne Little, an African American woman who was raped by a white prison guard while in jail, 

is acquitted of murdering her offender. The case establishes a precedent for killing as self-
defense against rape. 

 
UN Decade for Women First Conference held in Mexico City 
 
Susan Brownmiller’s Against Our Will:Men, Women and Rape, and Ntozake Shange’s , For 

Colored Girls who have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf; Diana E. Russell’s, 
The Politics of Rape: the Victim's Perspective published. 

  
NOW declares marital violence a major issue and establishes a National Task Force on 

Battered Women/Household Violence 
 
National Organization for Men Against Sexism founded. 
 
The Jacksonville Women’s Movement purchases Hubbard House, the first emergency shelter 

specifically for battered women in the Southeast and thirteenth in the nation. 
 
The Christmas Riot: In1975, women in a California prison staged a “Christmas Riot” to protest 

the cancellation of holiday visits with family and holiday packages. Prisoners “gathered in 
the yard, broke windows, made noise and burned Christmas trees in a “solidarity” bonfire.” 

 
1976  
The anti-rape movement is at its peak. 1500 projects working on rape; 400 autonomous 

feminist rape crisis centers 
  
The Organization of Pan Asian American Women forms and National Alliance of Black 

Feminists founded in Chicago. 
 
Sexual Harassment legally defined as form of sex discrimination; Redbook polls readers about 

sexual harassment: 90% report S.H. as serious issue. 
 
The first marital rape law is enacted in Nebraska, making it illegal for a husband to rape his 

wife. 
     
International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women takes place Brussels (March) 
 
Shere Hite, The Hite Report: A Nationwide Study of Female Sexuality (3,000 women ages 14-

78 discuss sexuality. 
 
 Del Martin, publishes Battered Wives, which originates the idea of a “cycle of violence.” 



 
NOW announces the formation of a task force to examine the problem of battering.  It demands 

research into the problem and funding for shelters. 
 
Pennsylvania establishes the first state coalition against domestic violence.  It also becomes 

the first state to create a statute providing for orders of protection for victims of domestic 
violence. 

1977  
National Coalition Against Sexual Assault (NCASA) formed to create a national voice and 

opportunities for training and networking; Women of Color Institute established in 
conjunction with NCASA conferences 

 
Illinois Coalition of Women Against Rape (now ICASA) formed as support group of community-

based rape crisis centers in Illinois 
 
Hyde Amendment, eliminates Medicaid funds for abortion except in case of rape and the risk of 

death or severe illness; as a result, Rosie Jiminez dies of illegal abortion 
  
Combahee River Collective Statement circulated addressing how sexism, racism, classism, and 

homophobia all shape the identities and experiences of Black women.  Key issue: violence 
against Black women. 

 
Publications: J. Herman and L. Hirshman, "Father-Daughter Incest: A Feminist Perspective,"; E. 

Weber, "Sexual Abuse Begins at Home," Ms, April. 
 
Oregon becomes the first state to enact legislation mandating arrest in domestic violence 

cases. 
 
Women at Bedford Hills prison file Todaro v Ward, re: awful prison healthcare 
 
Women imprisoned in Michigan’s Huron Valley State Prison filed Glover v. Johnson, a class-

action suit claiming that prison officials violated incarcerated women’s rights under the 
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment by denying them access to the 
vocational and educational programs that were available to their male counterparts 

 
1978    
Rape Shield Act becomes law for sexual assault survivors in Illinois 
 
Publications: Louise Armostrong, Kiss Daddy Goodnight: A Speak Out on Incest; Lin Farley, 

Sexual Shakedown: The Sexual Harassment of Women on the Job 
     
"Rape, Racism and Reality" appears in Aegis magazine showing links between racism and rape 
 
The National Center for the Prevention and Control of Rape created to support research and 

develop/assess sexual assault prevention programs 
 
First Take Back the Night March, San Francisco, 5000 women from 30 states gathered 
 
Laura X establishes the National Clearinghouse on Marital and Date Rape to lobby for state 

laws against marital rape; John Rideout of Oregon is the first man indicted for marital rape, 
but is acquitted. Later he was jailed for harassing his wife after they broke up 

 



National Coalition Against Domestic Violence formed. 
 
Minnesota becomes the first state to allow probable cause (warrantless arrest in case of 

domestic assault, regardless of whether a protection order has been issued against the 
offender). 

 
Oliphant v. Suquamish Indian Tribe Supreme Court decision: Ruled that “tribal nations do not 

have the power or authority to prosecute crimes committed by non-Indians” (Deer in Color 
of Violence p. 36). Sarah Deer calls this decision “[p]erhaps the most dangerous and 
damaging contemporary intrusion on tribal justice systems…” ad argues that it “has created 
a vacuum of justice for crime victims who have the misfortune of being attacked by a non-
Indian” (p. 36). 

1979  
The first National March on Washington for Gay and Lesbian Rights. 
 
Kathleen Barry, Female Sexual Slavery; Susan Griffin, Rape: The Politics of Consciousness; 

Sandra Butler, The Conspiracy of Silence;  Barbara Smith and Lorraine Bethel, eds., 
Conditions Five: The Black Women's Issue; Catharine MacKinnon, Sexual Harassment of 
Working Women 

. 
Refuge House opens in Tallahassee, Florida. 
 
My Sister’s Place opens in Washington, D.C. 
 
First congressional hearings on the issue of domestic violence are held. 
 
Office of Domestic Violence is established in the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services but is closed in 1981. 
 
In the trials of Beverly Ibn-Tamas and Kathy Thomas, both black women who had killed their 

batterers, the trial courts refused to admit testimony on Battered Woman’s Syndrome. 
Thomas, who was further stigmatized as a welfare recipient and occasional drug user, was 
convicted of murder and sentenced to fifteen years. 

 
In Glover v. Johnson, the court ruled in favor of incarcerated women and ordered the state to 

establish a general education program for women that was the equivalent to the one offered 
men.

i
 The court also ordered that the prison offer a course on legal skills to the women 

“because skilled women inmates are needed to provide access to the courts.” In the court’s 
opinion, although the Huron Valley law library met constitutional standards, its prisoners 
lacked the access to the courts guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment’s due process 
clause. Male prisoners had a tradition of jailhouse lawyering and thus had developed 
expertise in utlilizing legal resources, but “the women do not have a history of self-help in 
the legal field; the evidence tends to show that until recently they have had little access to 
adequate resources.”

ii
 

 
1980    
UN Decade for Women (Conference in Copenhagen) 
     
First National Conference on Third World Women and Violence, Wash. DC, focuses on the 

particular issues facing women of color and “third world” women in the United States and 
across the world. 

 



EEOC bans sexual harassment 
   
Laura Lederer, ed. Take Back the Night ; Florence Rush, The Best Kept Secret on child sexual 

abuse of young girls by adult men. 
 
The first domestic violence shelter was established on an Indian reservation - The White 

Buffalo Calf Women's Shelter. 
 
1981  
Preying Mantis Women's Brigade, March 8, Actions against Hustler magazine and Larry Flynt 

for perpetuating violence against women 
  
Chicago Women in the Trades(CWIT) organizes; issues of sexual harassment significant 
   
Angela Davis, Women, Race and Class, includes important essay “Rape, Racism and the Myth 

of the Black Rapist” and significance for anti-rape movement in the U.S. 
 
Nilda Rimonte, a Filipino victim of abuse, establishes Everywomens Shelter in Los Angels, CA. 

It is the first shelter in the U.S. for Asian Women. 
 
Ohio Supreme Court upheld 1979 conviction of Kathy Thomas. Its decision became case law, 
barring the admission of Battered Woman’s Syndrome for the next nine years.iii  
 
 
Ann Jones, Women Who Kill; Delacoste and Newman, Fight Back: Feminist Resistance to Male 

Violence, Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by 
Radical Women of Color; bell hooks, Aint I a Woman 

 
1982  
The term "Date Rape," introduced in Ms to describe sexual violence on college campuses. 
  
The 2

nd
 National Coalition Against Domestic Violence features Women of Color conference with 

race, class and homophobia as central themes 
 
Diana E. H. Russell, Rape in Marriage; Susan Schecter, Women and Male Violence: The 

Visions and Struggles of the Battered Women's Movement; Alice Walker, The Color Purple 
     
1983    
National attention is focused on male violence after a gang rape of a woman in a bar in 

Bedford, MA.  Film The Accused made about the case. 
 
Louise Armstrong, The Home Front: Notes from the Family War Zone 
 
A Police Foundation study in Minneapolis, funded by the National Institute of Justice, finds 

arrest more effective than two nonarrest alternatives in reducing the likelihood of repeat 
violence.  The study findings are widely publicized and provide the impetus for many police 
departments to establish pro-arrest policies in cases of domestic violence. 

 
Corrections Corporation of America is founded 
 
1984  



Illinois Violent Crime Victims Assistance Act (funds available for support services for survivors 
of sexual assault) 

 
VOICES (Victims of Incest Can Emerge as Survivors) established in Chicago, Illinois, 

clearinghouse of information and programs for survivors of child sexual abuse.  (now 
located in Cincinnati, Ohio) 

 
First National Symposium on Sexual Assault is co-sponsored by the Office of Justice Programs 

and the FBI. 
 
U.S. Attorney General establishes Task Force on Family Violence to examine scope and nature 

of problem.  Nearly 300 witnesses provide testimony at public hearings in six cities.  The 
final report offers recommendations for action in many areas, including the criminal justice 
response, prevention and awareness, education and training, and data collection and 
reporting. 

 
Florida becomes the first state to enact legislation mandating consideration of spouse abuse in 

child custody determinations. 
 
1985    
UN Decade of Women Conference, Nairobi, Kenya 
     
Articles on date rape appear in New York Times, Women's Day, and Ms; "Campus Rape: Party 

Games," issued by Project on the Status and Education of Women. 
  
In Seattle, the first support group for battered lesbians is started. 
 
Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers formed in Chicago. 
 
Thurman v. Torrington is the first case in federal court in which a battered women sues a city 

for police fraud to protect her husband’s violence.  Tracy Thurman, who remains scarred 
and partially paralyzed from stab wounds inflicted by her husband, wins a $2 million 
judgment against the city.  The suit leas to Connecticut’s passage of its mandatory arrest 
law. 

 
U.S. Surgeon General issues a report identifying domestic violence as a major health problem. 
 
1986    
Diana E.H. Russell, The Secret Trauma:Incest in the Lives of Girls and Women;  
 
Under the 1986 Anti-Drug Abuse Act, a five-gram sale of crack  cocaine mandated a five-year 

federal sentence while a 500-gram sale of powder cocaine mandated the same sentence. 
 
Also under Anti-Drug Abuse Act, police and prosecutors are allowed to charge spouses and 

lovers with conspiracy in drug cases. No publicly-available statistics, but anecdotal evidence 
suggests that this increases the number of women sent to prison.  

 
1987 
Men Against Rape profeminist men’s collective founded. 
 
Denise Caignon and Gail Groves, Her Wits About Her: Self-DefenseSuccess Stories by 

Women;  



 
National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women opens within the ACLU. 
 
Incarcerated women at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility in New York begin the AIDS 

Counseling and Education Project (ACE). They had grown tired of watching incarcerated 
women die from AIDS and were concerned with the suffering HIV+ women faced as a result 
of late diagnosis, improper treatment, and social isolation. ACE provides peer education and 
counseling about HIV/AIDS, as well as care to women with AIDS in the prison infirmary. 

 
1988  
Men to End Sexual Assault, project of the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center, formed. 
 
Robin Warshaw, I Never Called It Rape; Ellen Bass and Laura Davis, The Courage to Heal: A 

Guide for Women Survivors of Child Sexual Abuse,  
 
State v. Ciskie is the first case to allow the use of expert testimony to establish the mental state 

of an adult rape victim.  The testimony is used to show why a victim of repeated physical 
and sexual assault by her intimate partner would not immediately call the police or take 
action.  The jury convicts the defendant on four counts of rape. 

 
1989 
The U.S. has 1,200 battered women programs serving 300,000 women and children. 
 
1990 
First study on prevalence of sexual assault of gays and lesbians published in Psychological 

Reports on gay and lesbian university students 
 
Peggy Reeves Sanday publishes Fraternity Gang Rape 
 
The Clothesline Project begins in Cape Cod, Massachussetts. 
 
Ohio governor Richard Celeste grants clemency to 25 women imprisoned for killing their 

abusive spouses, the first mass clemency for battered women incarcerated for self-defense. 
 
1991 
First woman is granted clemency under the battered women’s syndrome; the National 

Clearinghouse estimates that between 1991 and 1998, 39 women were granted clemency. 
 
 
1992  
American Medical Association formally acknowledged the extent and medical relevance of male 

violence against women and published practice guidelines. 
 
Paul Kivel publishes Men’s Work: How to Stop the Violence that Tears Our Lives Apart; Dorothy 

Allison publishes Bastard Out of Carolina 
 
False Memory Foundation started; backlash against the power of adult survivors of child sexual 

abuse remembering and naming family perpetrators. 
 
Campus Sexual Assault Victims’ Bill of Rights is passed. 
 



The National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center and the National Victim Center 
release Rape in America: A report to the nation outlining the scope and effects of rape. 

 
The FBI reports that 1,431 women were killed by husbands or boyfriends. 
 
1993 
UN World Conference on Human rights is held in Vienna, recognizing women’s rights as human 

rights; General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women stating that rape violates basic human rights. 

 
Emilie Buchwald, Pamela Fletcher and Martha Roth, Transforming a Rape Culture (second 

edition, published 2004). 
 
Congress passes the Child Sexual Abuse Registry Act, establishing a national repository for 

information on child sex offenders. 
 
Defending Our Lives, which documents the stories of battered women, wins an Academy Award 

for best short documentary. 
 
1994 
Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network (R.A.I.N.N.) founded 
 
Violence Against women Act (VAWA) passed by Congress which intensified federal penalties 

for rape and dv, contained funding for rape crisis centers and dv shelters, increased the 
number of police and prosecutors focusing on violence against women.  It also forms the 
Violence Against Women Office in the U.S. Department of Justice. 

 
U.N. Fourth World Conference on Women is held in Beijing; produces a Platform of Action that 

addresses 12 critical areas, including violence against women. 
 
CRACK is founded and offers $200 to women agreeing to be sterilized  
 
California passes the “Three Strikes and You’re Out,” legislation mandating 25 years to life 

sentence for a 3
rd
 felony, regardless of severity or circumstance. 

 

In 1994, after pleading guilty to conspiracy to distribute crack cocaine for her boyfriend's drug 
activities, Kemba, 7 months pregnant at the time, was sentenced to 24.5 years in prison with no 
possibility of parole. Although Kemba had no prior criminal record, mandatory minimum 
sentencing laws have made her and an increasing number of women casualties of excessive 
punishments that do not fit their crimes. 

 
Color of Violence Conference, sponsored by CALCASA 
 
1995 
RunRiot Survivors Activist Coalition begins direct action organizing ag child sexual abuse. 
 
In 1995, at the age of 17 years, Sarah Kruzan was convicted of the first degree murder of her 

alleged pimp, George Gilbert Howard. She was sentenced to life imprisonment without 
parole.  

 
California women prisoners file Shumate v Wilson, class-action lawsuit re: atrocious healthcare 



 
Beth Richie’s book Compelled to Crime: The Gender Entrapment of Battered, Black Women is 

published 
 
 
1996 
A U.N. tribunal indicts eight Bosnian Serb military and police officers in connection with rapes of 

Muslim women as prosecution for war-related crimes. 
 
The Community Notification Act, known as “Megan’s Law,” leads to public notification on the 

location of convicted sex offenders. 
 
Congress passes the Drug-Induced Rape Prevention Act. 
 
The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PL 104-193) was signed 

into law by President Bill Clinton. “Ended Welfare as we knew it.” Replaced with Temporary 
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block grants to states. Tied to mandatory work 
requirements that custodial parents, primarily single mothers, were required to meet in order 
for the family to qualify for public assistance. Created a 5 year lifetime limit on receiving aid. 
Lifetime ban for those with Felony drug convictions  

 
Women prisoners in Michigan filed Neal v. MDOC, a class-action lawsuit on behalf of all women 

incarcerated in Michigan, charging the state's Department of Corrections with sexual 
assault, sexual harassment, violations of privacy, and physical threats and assaults.

iv
 These 

suits — and the embarrassing publicity that ensued -- caused Michigan lawmakers to 
consider harsher penalties against DOC workers. (Suit itself is not settled until 2009) 

 
The Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) and the Illegal Immigration 

Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) were passed. AEDPA required the 
mandatory detention of non-citizens convicted of a wide range of offenses, including minor 
drug charges. IIRIRA expanded the list of offenses that mandated detention. Judges were 
no longer able to consider an immigrant’s circumstances, including family relationships and 
community ties, or the severity of the offense. In addition, these acts allowed the INS to 
indefinitely detain non-citizens who had been given a final order of deportation.

v
 These acts 

dramatically increased the number of immigrants in detention, including women in detention: 
in 1994, the average daily population in INS detention was 5532. By 2001, that number had 
more than tripled to an average daily of 13,210.

vi
 Between 1992 and 1995, women 

comprised 6% of immigrants with an order for formal removal (deportation). In 1996, that 
number doubled with women making up t12%. By 2000, this number had doubled again to 
24%.   

 
1997 
The YWCA begins a multi-year expansion of services in Chicago to Latino and Asian 

populations, people with disabilities, the gay-lesbian community and to Chicago’s 
underserved  Englewood, Lawndale and Roseland communities. 

 
Men Can Stop Rape (formerly Men Against Rape) incorporated as a nonprofit with a mission to 

increase men’s involvement in efforts to end men’s violence. 
 
Survivor Project formed dedicated to addressing the needs of intersex and trans survivors of 

violence through caring action, education and expanding access to resources and to 
opportunities for action 



 
Adoption & Safe Families Act (PL 105-79) passed requiring termination if child in fostercare for 

15 of 22 months 
 
Critical Resistance was formed in 1997 when activists challenging the idea that imprisonment 

and policing are a solution for social, political, and economic problems came together to 
organize a conference that examined and challenged what we have come to call the prison 
industrial complex (PIC). 

 
1998 
A 24-hour, toll-free sexual assault hotline is started for the City of Chicago under the 

administration of the YWCA. 
 
Charlotte Pierce-Baker publishes Surviving the Silence: Black Women’s Stories of Rape 
 
The Child Protection and Sexual Predator Punishment Act of 1998 authorizes harsher 

sentences for sex crimes against children and in other ways combats child sexual assault, 
including crime facilitated by the Internet. 

 
Held in Berkeley, California, in September 1998, the Critical Resistance conference brought 

together over 3,500 activists, academics, former and current prisoners, labor leaders, 
religious organizations, feminists, gay, lesbian and transgender activists, youth, families, 
and policy makers from literally every state and other countries. The three-day event 
featured nearly 200 different panels and workshops. The conference also included a 
number of cultural events and a film festival. The goal of CR was, and continues to be, 

building a movement to eliminate the prison industrial complex. 
 
1999  
Criminal statute of limitations extended to 10 years past the time for adult survivors of rape, and 

10 years past the age of 18 for survivors who were minors. 
 
Amnesty International Report, “Not Part of My Sentence: Violations of the Human Rights of 

Women in Custody” documenting systemic abuse and rape of women in prison. 
 
Traci West publishes Wounds of the Spirit: Black Women, Violence, and Resistance Ethics 
 
Legal challenge against the constitutionality of VAWA. 
 
On July 23, 1999, undercover narcotics agent Thomas Coleman carried out one of the biggest 

drug stings in Texas history. Dozens of residents in the sleepy farming town of Tulia were 
rounded up and thrown behind bars. Thirty-nine of the 46 people accused of selling drugs to 
Coleman were African American (many women). Coleman, who had been named Texas 
Lawman of the Year, was caught lying and tried for perjury. A judge referred to him as “the 
most devious, non-responsive law enforcement witness this court has witnessed in 25 years 
on the bench in Texas.” 

 
IL is 1st state to pass legislation re: shackling women in labor & delivery 
 
Cook County Sheriff’s Women’s Justice Programs established to respond to increasing number 

of women entering Cook County criminal legal system. The SWJP claims that it offers 
“gender-responsive” and “trauma-informed” programming, such as “Division 17,” a division 
within Cook Count Jail that provides mental health and substance abuse treatment for 



eligible women awaiting trial, and its “MOM’s Program,” an off-site facility for pregnant and 
parenting women and their pre-school age children. 
(http://www.cookcountysheriff.org/womens_justice_services/wjs_main.html). 

 
2000 
The YWCA RISE Children’s  Center  begins offering citywide counseling for child victims of 

sexual assault;  The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention created the National 
Sexual Violence Resource Center; and Incite! Women of Color Against Violence has first 
national conference in Santa Cruz, California 

 
VAWA II was passed by the U.S. Congress 
 
 INCITE! founders organized "The Color of Violence: Violence Against Women of Color" 

conference held at University of California-Santa Cruz on April 28-29. The primary goals of 
this conference were to (1) develop analyses and strategies around ending violence that 
place women of color at the center; (2) to address violence against women of color in all its 
forms, including attacks on immigrants' rights and Indian treaty rights, the proliferation of 
prisons, militarism, attacks on the reproductive rights of women of color, medical 
experimentation on communities of color, homophobia/heterosexism, and hate crimes 
against queer women of color, economic neo-colonialism, and institutional racism, and (3) 
to encourage the antiviolence movement to reinsert political organizing. 

 
Generation Five launched in Bay Area in California founded to mobilize existing resources and 

bring activists together into a community-based movement to end child sexual abuse. 
 
Communities Against Rape and Abuse (CARA) in Seattle founded, spearheaded by survivors 

marginalized from mainstream sexual assault services; creates spaces to invest in the 
power of collective action, critical dialogue, and community organizing to undermine rape, 
abuse, and oppression; includes Black People’s Project, Disability Pride Project, Young 
People’s Liberation Project, The Safety Project, and others. 

 
Northwest Network of Bi, Trans, Lesbian, and Gay Survivors of Abuse, increases the 

communities’ ability to support lgbt survivors of abuse through education, organizing, and 
advocacy.  (around this time period) 

 
Congress passes the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. 
 
Unborn Victims Act makes it a crime to injure or kill a fetus except via abortion. 
 
2001 
UN Conference World Conference Racism in Durban, South Africa 
 
“Whose Safety?: Women of Color and the Violence of Law Enforcement” report by Anannya 
Bhattacharjee for the American Friends Service Committee, including violence of police, prison 
guards, and INS officials against women of color in U.S. 
 
Launch of the U.S. “War on Terror” after the 9/11 attacks. U.S. interns hundreds of people 
(mostly Muslim immigrants) at home and abroad 
 
Incite! And Critical Resistance draft a statement about the intersections between gender 
violence and the prison industrial complex - http://www.incite-national.org/index.php?s=92 
 

http://www.cookcountysheriff.org/womens_justice_services/wjs_main.html
http://incite-national.org/index.php?s=102
http://www.incite-national.org/index.php?s=92


2002 
The Color of Violence II: Violence Against Women of Color Building a Movement, March 15-17 

at the University of IL, Chicago by Incite! Women of Color against Violence. 
 
Jael Silliman and Anannya Bhattacharjee publish Policing the national Body: Sex, Race, and 

Criminalization; Jodi Gold and Susan Villari publish Just Sex: Students Rewrite the Rules on 
Sex, Violence, Activism, and Equality. 

 
Ms. Foundation sponsors a roundtable on what it would take to build a grassroots movement to 
end child sexual abuse. 
 
Lori B. Girshick publishes Woman-to-Woman Sexual Violence: Does She Call it Rape? 
 
Congress appropriates about $20 million to fund services for trafficking victims. 
 
The Young Women’s Empowerment Project (YWEP) was founded in Chicago by a radical 
feminist and harm reduction based collective of women and girls involved in the sex trade and 
street economy and their allies. YWEP was created by women and girls who believe that any 
girl can be empowered and that all girls are priceless, creative, and smart and can be leaders in 
their communities. YWEP’s mission is to offer safe, respectful, free-of-judgment spaces for girls 
and young women in the sex trade and street economies to recognize their goals, dreams and 
desires. 
 
 
2003 
Congress reauthorizes the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. 
 
Regina McKnight convicted for homicide, in relation to the stillborn birth of her infant. She had 
cocaine in her system. 
 
Congress passes Prison Rape Elimination Act 
 
The Rogers Park Young Women’s Action Team (YWAT) is founded by girls of color ages 13-17 
to address street harassment and other forms of gender-based violence (Chicago). 
 
2004 
Amnesty International Report, “Abuse of Women in Custody” 
 
The U.S. Department of Defense releases a report and recommendations for preventing sexual 
assault in the military. 
 
2005 
The Color of Violence III: Stopping the War on Women  of Color!, March 11-13, 2005 in New 
Orleans, LA, by Incite! Women of Color Against Violence. 
 
Andrea Smith publishes Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genocide 
 
The U.S. Department of Justice establishes an online national sex offender registry. 
 
 
2006 
Renewal of the federal Violence Against Women Act extends coverage to 2011. 



 
The New Jersey 4 is Patreeese Johnson, Venice Brown, Terrain Dandridge and Renata Hill.  In 
August of 2006 these four women, along with three other friends, all of who are African-
American and queer, were on a regular night out in New York City when a man sexually 
propositioned Patreese Johnson.  When she refused his advances he became enraged and 
assaulted the women.  They acted to defend themselves and a fight ensued in which their 
attacker was injured.  The women were charged with gang assault, and a Class C felony.  One 
woman, Patreese Johnson was additionally charged with first-degree assault.  In June of 2007 
the women were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 3.5 to 11 years. 
 
California announces that 4500 people in women's prisons don't need to be in prison. Plans 
gender-responsive prisons 
 
2008 
The U.S. Supreme Court rules that capital punishment can only be used in murder cases. 
 
2010 
There were 112,822 women in state and federal prisons across the U.S. 
 
After a decade of organizing by formerly incarcerated women, their children, and prisoner rights 
advocates, NY passes the ASFA Expanded Discretion Act, stopping ASFA's timeline for 
parental termination if a parent is in prison or in drug treatment. 
 
In November 2010, men and women subjected to illegal strip searches at Cook County jail win 
a $55 million settlement. 
 
2011 
People at Valley State Prison for Women join Pelican Bay hunger strike in solidarity & to protest 
their own conditions 
 
On March 9

th
, 2011, IL Governor Pat Quinn signs Senate Bill 3539 into law making Illinois the 

16
th
 state to repeal the death penalty. 

 
2012 
VAWA is reauthorized 
 
Marissa Alexander is convicted and sentenced to a mandatory sentence of 20 years. 
 
CeCe MacDonald accepted a plea agreement: she pled guilty to a reduced charge of 2nd 
degree manslaughter, which carries a sentence of 41 months.  
 
In May 2012, women shackled during childbirth by Cook County Jail (despite 1999 anti-
shackling legislation) get $4.1 mil settlement 
 
Beth Richie’s book Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation is 
published. 
 
2013 
 
To comply with Supreme Court order to reduce prison overcrowding, California converts Valley 
State Prison for Women to men's prison. Transfers app. 1000 women to the already-
overcrowded Central California Women's Facility and the California Institute for Women 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23Prison&src=hash


 
After organizing from formerly incarcerated parents & advocates, Washington State passed 
SHB 1284 (Children of Incarcerated Parents Bill), which guides the courts to not terminate 
parental rights if the child is in foster care because parent is in prison AND parent is making 
efforts to stay in contact with their child 
 
California prison doctors found to have sterilized approximately 250 women prisoners. 
 
On August 23, 2013, IL Governor Pat Quinn signs Senate Bill 1872 into law ending felony 
charges for prostitution. 
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