
CECE MACDONALD 

Around 12:30 am on June 5, 2011, CeCe was walking to the grocery store with some friends, all 
of them young, African American, and LGBTIQ or allied. As they passed a local bar, the Schooner 
Tavern, a group of older, white people who were standing outside the bar’s side door began 
hurling racist and transphobic slurs at them, without provocation.  They called CeCe and her 
friends ‘faggots,’ ‘niggers,’ and ‘chicks with dicks,’ and suggested that CeCe was ‘dressed as a 
woman’ in order to ‘rape’ Dean Schmitz, one of the attackers. When CeCe approached the 
group and told them that her crew would not tolerate hate speech, one of the women said, “I’ll 
take you bitches on,” and then smashed her glass into CeCe’s face. She punctured CeCe’s cheek 
all the way through, lacerating her salivary gland. A fight ensued, during which one of the 
attackers, Dean Schmitz, was fatally stabbed. 

The only person arrested that night was CeCe.  She was briefly taken to the hospital where she 
received 11 stitches in her cheek. While she was still suffering both physically and mentally 
from this traumatic incident, she was left alone in a room for three hours and then 
interrogated, and then placed in solitary confinement at the Hennepin County men’s jail. She 
spent the next several months in jail and had to wait almost two months between her initial 
doctors’ visit and a much-needed follow-up appointment. 

After her arrest, CeCe was quickly charged with second-degree murder. In short, she was 
prosecuted for surviving a violent, racist, transphobic attack. Hennepin County Attorney 
Michael Freeman–the self described “Michael Jordan of prosecutors”–held the power to drop 
the charges against CeCe. But in the face of powerful community demands to “Free CeCe,” 
Freeman did not drop the charges: instead, he dug in his heels and escalated the attack against 
CeCe by adding an additional charge of second-degree murder. 

On May 2, 2012, as jury selection for CeCe’s trial was underway, CeCe accepted a plea 
agreement: she pled guilty to a reduced charge of 2nd degree manslaugter, which carries a 
sentence of 41 months. Cece officially sentenced on June 4th, 2012.  CeCe is currently being 
held in the men’s prison in St. Cloud, MN. With time served and time off of her sentence for 
good behavior, she will likely spend about 21 months in prison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW JERSEY 4 

On August 18, 2006, seven young African American lesbian women from Newark, New Jersey 

came to Manhattan’s West Village for a night out. Although they were all familiar with 

harassment about their sexual orientation, none of them anticipated their night out would end 

as a nightmare. A male bystander harassed and assaulted the young women, making sexist and 

homophobic comments to them as well as lewd advances and telling one of the women that he 

would “F—k her straight.” When the women defended themselves, a physical altercation 

ensued. It ended with all the young women being arrested. After a hellish year-long trip 

through the legal system, three women (Chenese Loyal, Khymesha Coates, Lania Daniels) took 

plea bargains and the other four were convicted of crimes and given shocking prison sentences 

in April 2007. Terrain Dandridge (20) was setenced to three and a half years behind bars; Venice 

Brown (19) five years; Renata Hill (25) eight years; and Patreese Johnson, who is only 19, was 

sentenced to an unbelievable 11 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INEZ GARCIA 

Inez Garcia was a 30 year old Latina who had a child and was profoundly Catholic. Inez was an 
illiterate woman who had moved to California to be closer to her husband who was 
incarcerated in Soledad prison. In March 1974, she was beaten and raped by two men in 
California. She was tried for first degree murder for shooting and killing one of her rapists. A 
flyer created by her defense committee in the 70s describes the details of the incident: 

“Louis Castillo and Miguel Jimenez came to Inez’s house at 8 p.m., allegedly to talk to Fred 
Medrano, who was also renting the house [that Inez lived in]. While waiting for him, the two 
men started drinking and taunting Inez. When Fred arrived home, he was harassed and 
threatened and beaten up in the fight that followed. Inez, frightened, told Louis and Miguel to 
leave, and stepped outside to make sure they left. They forced her to come behind the house 
with them where, trapped, she was beaten, her clothes torn, and she was raped.  

In a state of shock and hysterical from the attack, Inez went back inside and loaded her .22-
caliber rifle. At this time she received a phone call from the two men who had just attacked her. 
They threatened to make it worse for her if she did not leave town. About one half hour later 
she found her attackers five blocks away, beating up Fred a second time. She saw Jimenez draw 
a knife and called out. Jimenez turned and threw the knife in her direction. Inez fired, killing 
Jimenez and missing Castillo completely.”  

Inez Garcia was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to five years in prison. This 

sparked several “Free Inez” demonstrations. She spent two years behind bars until her 

conviction was reversed on appeal because the judge had instructed the jury not to consider 

her rape. At the retrial in 1977, Inez’s lawyer made rape an integral part of the case; Garcia was 

acquitted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOAN LITTLE 

At 4:00 A.M. on August 27, 1974, officers at the Beaufort County Jail in Washington, North 

Carolina discovered the body of guard Clarence Alligood in a cell. Nude from the waist down, he 

had been stabbed 11 times. His trousers were bunched up in his right hand. The fingers of his 

left hand enclosed an ice pick. The cell’s occupant, Joan Little, age 20, had been serving a seven-

year sentence for robbery; now she was gone. One week later she surrendered to authorities. 

The story she told made headlines. Little, a black woman, claimed that the 62-year-old white 

jailer had forced her into performing a sexual act, and that she had killed him in self-defense. 

Here’s how Time Magazine described the trial in 1975: 

“In the dark-paneled courtroom in Raleigh, N.C., the 21-year-old black defendant testified in a 
voice that was so low that jurors often had to cup their ears to catch her words. She clutched a 
tissue but broke down in tears only once. Otherwise, Joan Little remained remarkably self-
possessed through two days of painful testimony and cross-examination, sticking stoutly to her 
story that she had been defending herself from rape when she stabbed white Jailer Clarence 
Alligood to death with an ice pick in the Beaufort County Jail in Washington, N.C., on Aug. 
27,1974. 

Her appearance on the witness stand was the climactic moment in the five-week-old trial, 
which had become a cause celebre among feminists and civil rights activists (TIME, July 28). 
Citing mostly circumstantial evidence, Prosecutor William Griffin contended that she lured the 
62-year-old jailer into her cell with a promise of sex and then killed him in order to escape from 
the jail, where she had spent 81 days after being convicted of breaking and entering.” 

Eventually, Joan Little was acquitted by a jury after 78 minutes of deliberation and returned to 
jail to serve time for her original offense which was a break-in.  


